MiB-ATLANTIC

or most of his professional career, Pete Sampras has

had just two coaches, Tim Gullikson and Paul

Annacone. That is until recently, when to the surprise
of many who know him to be consistent in his habits Pete
began a bit of a coaching carousel. After six years, Sampras
parted ways with Paul Annacone, who took over after
Sampras' former coach and cherished friend Tim Gullikson
died of cancer. Pete then hired and shortly after replaced
Tom Gullikson (Tom's twin brother), explaining that he
needed a coach who would work him harder. Sampras is
now working with Jose Higueras, who also serves as the
head coach of the USTA men's tennis team and formerly
coached Jim Courier and Michael Chang (both who won
the French Open while working with him).

Pete Sampras, the No. 1 player on the ATP tour for six con-
secutive years, is arguably the best men's tennis player of
all time. He holds the world's record with 13 Grand Slam
wins and a total of 65 career titles (63 singles, 2 doubles).
However, 2001 was a disappointing year for the tennis
giant; he finished the year at No. 10, his lowest ranking
since 1989; and for the first time since 1992, didn't win a
single Grand Slam title.

With a new cadre of players on the tour today and many of
the mainstays of the 1990's tournament scene retired or
dropped out of the picture (i.e.: Michael Stich, Stefan
Edberg, Boris Becker, Michael Chang, and Jim Courier)
Pete has the formidable task of competing against the tour's
young guns, like Tommy Haas, Lleyton Hewitt, Guestavo
Kuerten, Andy Roddick, Roger Federer and Marat Safin,
and many others who are almost a decade younger than he.

One of Sampras' few remaining contemporaries on the tour,
Andre Agassi, staged a miraculous comeback several years
ago when his career took a major roller coaster ride. After
his ranking plummeted from No. 1 in the world in 1995 to
No.141 in 1997, Andre was able to achieve a tennis rebirth.
Just 19 months later he returned to a No. 1 ranking after
immersing himself in a rigorous training regimen of physi-
cal conditioning, hard work and dedication. Today, at the
age of 32, he is currently ranked No. 7 in the ATP tour and
still proves to be a very real threat on court.

Sampras, who is almost thirty years old, suffers from back
problems. But does he also lack the motivation and energy
of the younger players who are at a stage in their careers
where they put everything into their matches? Is it time for
Sampras to pass the torch onto the new wave of tennis
stars?

We asked five highly regarded local area teaching pros:
Steve Krulevitz, Claude England, Lenny Scheurermann,
Nancy Ornstein and John Skinner if they were Pete
Sampras' coach, what they would do to revive his game.
The following are their responses.




hand return of serve coming over the
ball again. So that would be the one
major factor I would work on, and also
on the retumn of serve side of the coin,
he must play shorter points. He must
get to the net quicker on the other guys'
serve because he doesn't come over the
ball any more, he gets into long rallies
where he's going side to side along the
baseline and as a result gets tired later
on in the match. His legs get a little
tired, therefore he's not going to serve
as well. He's always going to be think-
ing of serving and coming in but I think
that he gets into too long of exchanges

matches and try to get him to start to
visualize how that once was. Maybe
it's been awhile for him to serve quite
at that height again and maybe he needs
to take a look at some of those
moments where his serve was just
incredible. Especially the second serve
down the "t" on big points. You know, I
would take that route instead of think-
ing that he needed to change anything
on the side of the coin. His volley is
still very good; he has great touch on it.
He just sometimes gets a little cute on
it. But again when you have that kind
of ability you tend to do those kinds of

things.



